History of the building project from 1990 to 2001.

Since the early 1990’s it has been suggested to build new or remodel the present building with an addition.  The present building has not been kept in good repair for several years, is over crowded and does not meet the ADA requirements.  There have been several planning meetings with community and surveys sent out to see what the public was interested in doing with the public library.  Several board members and city council members visited other libraries for ideas.

Several sites were measured and considered for a new or a remodeled building including the Legion, west end of the school, city hall and an addition to the present building that would require the house next door to be moved.

A professional evaluation of the “Library Needs Assessment” was finished on August 11, 1998, to determine what was needed for our library as it is now and for long term growth.  The new library needs to be a multi media building to meet the needs of the public.

The city council hired Vetter-Johnson architecture firm to draw up building plans.  The firm drew up two building plans and an estimate for the west end of the school building.  The city council deemed this all too costly.  September 1999,Vetter-Johnson was not interested in redoing their plans to a less costly building.

On October 20, 1999, the library board met with Fred Sabongi of Sabongi Consulting Group Inc. of Eagen, MN to set up preliminary requests and meetings for new drawings.  On November 15, 1999, the library board met with Fred Sabongi and he agreed to draw up plans to meet the city council limit of $250,000 from the city with $250,000 to be matched by the library for a total cost of $500,000.  Mr. Sabongi will draw up three plans including a two story addition to the west of the present library building, a one story addition to the west of the library with future plans to add to the north of the library and build a new library on a lot owned by the city.

The library board recommended building a new building on the Lac qui Parle Hotel site for the following reasons.

1. We would have approximately 6000 square feet of space at the cost allowed of $500,000.  The space we have now is about 1200 feet on each floor.

2. One level has no elevator maintenance costs.

3. There would be a public meeting room and public restrooms on main street.

4. The monies saved in renovation and remodeling would be put into library services used by the public.

5. There would be no cost in relocating and moving the library two times while renovation and adding to the building are being accomplished.

6. No need to alter present historical nature of the library building which can be used for a variety of other uses.

7. Less cost for staffing.

8. This plan would provide an information/media center for Madison and the surround area.

9. This is the most cost effective for the amount of space needed

10. We are building a library for the future needs of the library and its people.

11. The library in this town is a success.  A new library building builds in room for growth of all kinds, in all areas.  We need to be able to change to meet the needs of the future users of the library.

On August 14, 2000, at the regular Council meeting, the City Council voted 4 to 3 to remodel and add an addition onto the present building.  The City pledged $250,000 toward this project.  An additional $150,000 is coming form an accessibility grant from the Minnesota Department of Children, Families and Learning which requires matching funds.  $150,000 has to be earned by a fund raising group.  The City Council approved a $500,000 project.

A fund raising committee of Norma Larson, Sherry Bryant, Maynard Meyer, Eva Stacy, Marlys Olson and Scottie Kuehl will be formed.  The group has hired Boris Frank as a professional fund raiser.  This was in the minutes of the February 26, 2001, meeting.  April 18, 2001, will be ground breaking for the remodeling project.

The May 21, 2001, meeting was held at the temporary location for the library.  Many of the books were in storage.  $80,000 has been raised by the fund raising group.

Kathie has found free or discounted shelving and furniture from several libraries in the cities and St. Cloud that could be used in our building to save costs.  From the minutes of June 18, 2001.

The open house was Saturday, June 8, 2002.

